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RESPONSE TO NOTIFICATION OF NON-COMPLIANT 
APPEAL BRIEF UNDER 37 C.F.R. § 41.37 



Dear Sir: 



U.S. Serial No. 10/774,041 - 2 - Art Unit: 1723 



V. SUMMARY OF CLAIMED SUBJECT MATTER (37 C.F.R. § 41.37(c)(l)(v)) 



Aspects and examples of the claimed subject matter are generally directed to methods for 
cleaning membrane modules. In one example, a method for cleaning a membrane filtration 
module is disclosed. The module comprises at least one membrane located in a feed-containing 
vessel, the membrane comprising a permeable wall. The method generally involves steps of 
conducting a filtration operation wherein a feed is applied to a first side of the permeable wall 
and a filtrate is withdrawn from a second side of the permeable wall, suspending the filtration 
operation, and performing a cleaning process on the permeable wall to dislodge a contaminant 
therefrom into a liquid surrounding the membrane. The method further involves steps of 
forming a gas-containing region on the first side of the permeable wall; sealing the feed- 
containing vessel, pressurizing a gas within the gas-containing region, and opening the feed- 
containing vessel to atmosphere. The gas-containing region expands and produces a sweep of 
the feed-containing vessel to remove the liquid containing the dislodged contaminant. (See page 
6, line 17 to page 8, line 6 of Applicant's specification as originally filed.) 
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